
Active Participation of 

Youth as Citizen



Learning Objectives

Foster an active attitudePractice playing an 

active role as a citizen 

using the Citizen Voice 

Action (CVA) method.



How to Encourage Active 

Participation of Children & Youth

Engage in social & 

policy projects

Active in peace & non-

violence activities

Have a voice in politics 

& civic life
Become “Architects” 

of their own lives

Building a better 

society

Pay attention to public 

issues & influence policy

Cross-background 

discussion for mutual 

respect



Active participation of youth as citizens through the 

Citizen Voice and Action (CVA) approach

Voice:

Expressing aspirations & 

opinions in public policy.

Action:

Engage in development 

and social change.

Citizen:

Encourage other citizens 

to participate.



Stages in the CVA Approach

1. Enabling 
Child 

Engagement

2. Engagement 
through group 

meetings

3. Improve 
services and 

Influence Policy



Stages in the CVA Approach

1.Enabling Child Engagement

1 2
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• Youth should know 
how the system 
works and what 
their rights are

Understand the 
Policy

• Helps spread 
knowledge in an 
engaging way

Prepare 
Information 

Media • Engage the 
community to be 
more aware of 
their rights & 
obligations

Education & 
Socialization

• Collaboration with 
community leaders 
& local 
organizations

Building network



Stages in the CVA Approach

2. Engagement through group meetings

Initial Session

Introducing youth to the agency 

to understand the services 

provided

Monitoring Session

Youth and communities compare 

existing services with government 

standards, score the services, and 

develop action plans for improvement.



Stages in the CVA Approach

3. Improve services and Influence Policy

This is the action phase where

children, youth and service

providers implement the action plan

they have created together.
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